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The Waverly Terrace Neighborhood was the first planned subdivision in the city of Columbus.  G. Gunby 

Jordan, one of Columbus’s most prominent citizens, formed the Jordan Company, acquired the land and 

laid out the streets, setting aside room for two schools and a church.  He arranged for the horse drawn 

trolley route that extended the two miles from the city of Columbus and had stops placed on Hamilton 

Road, allowing residents to “commute” to the city.  He then began to market Waverly Terrace as the up 

and coming place to live in Columbus. 

The Jordan Company printed an elaborate fifty-four page brochure entitled, "The Home Book", touting 

the attractiveness of living in Waverly Terrace, coupled with the advantages of living in Columbus. Mr. 

Jordan convinced Thomas W. Smith, one of Georgia’s leading architects, to buy the lot on the corner of 

Hamilton Road and 29
th

 Street. In 1905, Smith designed his Spanish Revival home for his family.  Smith 

went on to design many of the homes in Waverly Terrace and the Congregational Christian Church on 

Beacon Avenue. In addition, Smith designed the Spanish Revival style Waverly Terrace Elementary 

School on 11
th

 Avenue.  By 1929, most of the homes in the neighborhood had been completed and 

many of them survive in good condition to this day. The architectural styles in Waverly Terrace are 

varied and include Arts and Crafts bungalows, Spanish mission, late Victorian, Neoclassical and Georgian 

Revival, and utilize diverse materials such as wood, stucco, and brick. 

 The Secondary Industrial School on 29
th

 Street was the first municipally owned Industrial School in the 

United States.  “The Home Book” publication advertised the school as “the only municipal school in the 

world thoroughly protected with automatic sprinklers, double water supply, and its floor supplied with 

chemical fire extinguishers”.  The school served as a model for the development of Industrial Education 

nationwide.  

As the neighborhood developed, G. Gunby Jordan decided on a distinctive set of markers for the 

entrance. In 1910, the United States War Department retrieved two cannons from the gunboat 

Chattahoochee, which the Confederacy sunk here in Columbus in 1865 to prevent the vessel from falling 

into Union hands. Mr. Jordan acquired the cannons from the War Department and placed them on each 

side of 29
th

 Street as the entrance to Waverly Terrace. In the early days of the neighborhood it was 

popular to gather on the cannons to have photographs taken.  

Waverly Terrace has been home to many prominent Columbus citizens. Dr. F.G. Storey, who wrote for 

the Columbus Ledger for many years lived here. Edna Kendrick, a former Columbus councilwoman and 

community leader lived on 10
th

 Avenue between 29
th

 and 30
th

 Streets.  Beloved Columbus Mayor Harry 

Jackson was raised on Beacon Avenue, as was Mr. Glenn Albright of Albright’s Florists.  Mr. J.D. Massey, 

who, at the time of his passing in 1924 was the Vice President of the Eagle and Phenix Mill, lived on 11
th

 



Ave. Frank Bradford, the principal of the Industrial School, and his wife Eugenia, a teacher, made their 

home on 10
th

 Avenue along with Mary Alice Arnold, a renowned figure in Columbus public schools.  Dr. 

D.C. Ticknor also resided on 10
th

 Avenue as well as Mr. T.C. Hagins, who owned the Waverly Terrace 

Pharmacy, which is now Evelyn’s Café on Hamilton Road.  Judges, pastors, educators, and businessmen 

alike enjoyed the inviting sidewalks and porches of this community.   

While Waverly Terrace experienced a period of decline in the 1970’s and 1980’s, many people still cared 

passionately about this Historic neighborhood. In 1984, thanks to tireless efforts of the residents, the 

entire neighborhood was placed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Currently, there is an active 

Neighborhood Association and a Neighborhood Watch program and a core group of residents dedicated 

to the restoration and preservation of Waverly Terrace.   

If you would like more information about the homes or the preservation work taking place in Waverly 

Terrace, please contact us at waverlyterrace@gmail.com.  
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1112 29

th
 St 

Proposed in 1904 by Carleton B. Gibson, Columbus School 

Superintendent, the Secondary Industrial School is regarded as 

the nation´s first public coeducational industrial high school. G. 

Gunby Jordan, then President of the School Board, and his son 

R. C. Jordan donated the land and were instrumental in 

developing the school. The school was centrally located in 

Waverly Terrace, a community planned and developed by the 

Jordan Company, and completed in 1906. The school´s name 

changed to Columbus Industrial High School in 1912 and again in 

1939 to Columbus Junior High School. Designed by the Atlanta 

firm of J. W. Golucke, the building is of monumental style and 

scale. Using brick and stone to illustrate the Neo-Classical 

details, this architectural design was popular for public buildings at the turn of the nineteenth century. 

The building´s appearance has remained essentially unchanged since its opening with only minor 

alterations and an addition of a rear gymnasium in the 1930s. Golucke was best known for designing 

twenty courthouses in Georgia. This structure represents one of his few designs that is not a court 

house.   
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2714 10

th
 Ave 

This Arts and Crafts style bungalow was built in 1916 to 

house the French family.  Mr. John Bennett French and his 



wife Mary Penny proudly raised five children in this home. Mr. French was the owner of the very first 

automobile parts store in Columbus Ga. His shop, J. B. French Automobile parts, opened in 1918 and 

was located on 1
st

 Ave. The home remained in the French family until 1974. It features classic Arts and 

Crafts style columns, overhanging eaves, two sets of original pocket doors, heart pine flooring, a built-in 

butler’s pantry and Arts and Crafts style woodwork in the dining room.  The current owners, Marcus and 

Rebecca Antrobius, have undertaken extensive restoration efforts and plan on continuing to make 

preservation sensitive improvements to the home. Marcus and Rebecca enjoy working in their yard and 

visiting with neighbors on the large front porch. They chose to make Waverly Terrace their home 

because of the beautiful architecture and the budding revitalization movement that had taken hold in 

the neighborhood.  
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2721 10

th
 Ave 

This neoclassical revival style bungalow was built in 1910 by 

John H. Lewis for his wife, the former Miss Birdie Kelly of 

Columbus. Mr. Lewis was a prominent Columbus attorney 

before serving as Judge of the Municipal Court of Columbus 

from 1915 until 1924.His law practice was located at 1147 ½ 

Broad Street (now Broadway). Judge Lewis was a graduate of 

Emory University and went on to complete his L.L.B. at Yale 

University in 1903. He also served as the Worshipful Master of 

the Columbian Lodge #7, F. & A.M in 1913.  The home 

features a large wrap-around porch with Corinthian style columns, heart pine flooring throughout the 

interior, and a large master suite. The home has undergone an extensive renovation and is currently 

owned by Thomas and Steff Smith. They plan on continuing to make improvements to the property and 

restoring the house to its original appearance. Thomas and Stephanie always knew they would one day 

live in a historic home.  They chose Waverly Terrace first because of the home itself, and then because 

of the active restoration efforts taking place in the neighborhood.  
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2901 11

th
 Ave 

This beautiful residence was built in 1906 by renowned 

Columbus industrialist and businessman James D. Massey. Mr. 

Massey served as Treasurer and Vice President of The Eagle 

and Phoenix Mills from 1906 until 1924. Because of his long 



tenure as President of the Board of Education, he played a large role in making Columbus a national 

model for vocational/industrial education in the 20
th

 century.  Although Mr. Massey had the house built 

and used it as his primary residence, he decided he did not need five thousand square feet of living 

space. Mr. Massey remained a bachelor for the duration of his life and was known for his unpretentious 

manner. He lived in a small apartment upstairs and rented out the rest of the house. The side entrance 

and back stairwell led to his Apartment. He was known for being a scholar of foreign language, literature 

and history with an extensive collection of books. The library in the rear of the house was built as a place 

for Mr. Massey to entertain business associates, such as W. C. Bradley, and to read for leisure.  This 

particular room remains much the way it looked when Mr. Massey resided here. Upon the Death of Mr. 

Massey in 1924, the home was purchased by Mr. John S. Baird, co-owner of the Power and Baird 

Wholesale Dry Goods Company which was located on the 1100 block of Broadway. It remained in the 

Baird family until 1961. Highlights of the house include original stained glass windows, three sets of 

pocket doors, original light fixtures, original hardware, and an Arts and Crafts style library. 

 

                      J.D. Massey                                                   Circa 1920 interior view of 2901 11
th

 Ave 
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2718 Beacon Ave. 

The “neighborhood” church, located on Beacon Avenue, was 

built in 1909 by Thomas W. Smith, the famed architect who 

designed the Waverly Terrace Elementary School and many of 

the homes in the neighborhood.  Mr. Smith’s own home was 

located at the corner of Hamilton Road and Twenty Ninth 

Street.  The church is in the Ecclesiastical American Gothic 

Revival style that is characteristic of other Columbus churches 

built by Mr. Smith and his son Oren.  The church was in 

consistent use from its origin in 1909 until 2010.  After coming 

dangerously close to demolition, the church is now in the 

hands of the Historic Columbus Foundation. HCF has done 

extensive stabilization work on the structure and it is on the 

way to being restored to its former glory.  It is the hope of the 

Waverly Terrace Neighborhood Association to someday complete the restoration and use the church as 

a neighborhood center and gathering place, restoring it to its rightful place as a focal point of activity in 

our community.   
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Construction on this Mediterranean Revival style 

bungalow began in 1928. The first occupants were 

Charles and Elizabeth Langdon. Mr. Langdon was 

the Superintendent of the Meritas Mills. His wife 

Elizabeth worked as a public school teacher.  This 

middle class dwelling retains its beautiful heart pine 

wood floors, French doors, original hardware, and 

fireplace mantels. The home was purchased in 1983 

by Larry and Vicki Pample.  Vicki had always wanted to live in an old house and she felt drawn to 

Waverly Terrace because of her family history. Vicki’s grandmother graduated from the Secondary 

Industrial School. Her mother and aunt also went to school there when it was known as Columbus Junior 

High School. The couple has meticulously maintained the property and made numerous improvements 

to it through the years.  
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2913 11th Avenue 

 

The L.L. Brown home was built in 1916.  Mr. Brown was 

the pastor of the Congregational Church on Beacon 

Ave. After the Browns left, the home was occupied for 

over 60 years by Mrs. Josephine Mixon and her 

family. This beautiful home is a traditional Arts and 

Crafts bungalow. It features both pocket doors and 

French doors, built in shelves in the living room, built in 

china cabinets in both the dining room and the 

breakfast nook, Arts and Crafts style wainscoting in the 

dining room and the original wood stain throughout 

the house.  The home is on 2 lots and also retains the original double garage.  It is nearly perfect 

original condition throughout.  
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2814 Peabody Ave 

This classic early twentieth century bungalow was built 

in 1928 to house the family of John T. Kavanagh and 

his wife Georgie.  The Kavanagh family ran a grocery 

store that was located on the 1000 block of Broadway. 

The home features original French doors, heart pine 

floors, and fireplace mantels. It was recently 

purchased by Mike and Perri Johnson. The Johnsons 

were immediately attracted to the character of the 

house and decided to make Waverly Terrace their 

home. They have already undertaken a major kitchen renovation   and plan on continuing to make 

improvements to their vintage home.  
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This adorable vintage bungalow was built in 1928 for Mr. 

William F. King and his wife Emogene. Mr. King was the yard 

foreman for the Columbus Railroad in which capacity he 

served for over twenty years.  The home retains much of its 

yesteryear charm. That charm is what caught the eye of 

Brenda Hall several years ago as she was searching for a 

house to purchase.  Brenda knew she was at home as soon 

as she walked in the front door.  She purchased the house and set about restoring the property.  Brenda 

not only cares for her home, but she is a passionate advocate for Waverly Terrace and can’t imagine 

living any place else.  
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This unique school was designed by renowned Columbus 

architect Thomas W. Smith. Smith served on the Georgia 

State Board for Examination and Registration of Architects. 

Smith and his son, E. Oren Smith, designed a number of 

large-scale municipal, railroad, and religious buildings 

throughout the state. It was constructed in 1919 to serve as 

the Waverly Terrace Elementary School and is the only 

public historic building in Columbus that represents the 

Mediterranean Revival style. The beautiful façade and the 

interior courtyard appear much as they did when the school first opened its doors for the children of 

Waverly Terrace in 1919. Together with the Secondary Industrial School, it contributed to the overall 

attractiveness of Waverly Terrace as a cohesive neighborhood for young middle income families with 

children.  The building continues to serve an educational purpose and presently houses Muscogee 

County School District’s Early College Academy.   

 

Waverly Terrace Elementary School 1934 

 

 

 


